[Evaluation of serum pepsinogen I and II of patients with gastric cancer].
Serum pepsinogen levels were examined by immunoradiometric assay method for evaluating its clinical usefulness in gastric cancer. In patients with gastric cancer, serum PG-I tended to decrease but PG-II stayed normal level, resulting in low PG-I/PG-II ratio. Combination of PG-I and PG-I/PG-II discriminated 53.7% of gastric cancer, 70.6% of scirrhous type gastric cancer, and 66.7-100% of those arisen in the upper portion of the stomach, but 13.7% of normal subjects. As the aged normal subjects tended to show decreased PG-I/PG-II ratio (about 30% of the normal subjects aged over 40 years were discriminated as abnormal), the usefulness for detection of gastric cancer seems to be limited, but some types of gastric cancer such as scirrhous type or one arisen in the upper portion may be discriminated by this method. It is also suggested that this method may detect the recurrence of the cancer in some patients.